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»  «»  -iT  «I  J.  .  -  ‘ 


T  was  apparently  the  defign*  of  my  late  moli  ingenious 
and  intimate  friend,  in  this  nndertaking,  to  expofe  the 
principies,  and  furnifla  an  antidote  againft  their  poifon,  cori- 
tained  in  the-  philofophical  writings  of  a  late  noble  and  cele- 
brated  author  ;  after  the  raanner,  in  which  CardmaU  Pdltgnac 
had  treated  Pticretius,':  And  if  Providence  had  been  pleafed  to 
ipare  his  life,lto  finifli  and  put  the  lafl:  hand  to  this  Fndgment : 
the  World  would  certainly  have  ktvi  ‘jdnti-BdlingbrokruSF 
at  leaft^to  jJnti-Lucretius,  ^  vfb  ^  3  ara 

oK^All  I  am  affraid  oh  is,  thatmy  ambition,  to  publifli  fu  ch 
2L  l^ranjlation^  as  might  ^  iiititle  me  to  tack^  my  name  to  the 
immortality  of  his,  may  in -the  event  have^^  a  'quite"' contrary 
efFe(9:,  ^and  prove  a  difgrace  to  both  :  to  hisy-  by  praefenting  it 
in  company"with  mine  f  to  mine,t’by'  praefumingf^td  let  tit^'ap'«^ 
pear  with*  his;*^t;;Ht>wevef'thd  wdrft,  that  be  ; 

I  have  ycry  ilkexetuted  a  fery  'good  and  great^ihtentib^^ 


..  i  . 


.  magnis  tamen  excidit  aufis. 


Yet-,  under  fuch  a  cenfure,  >  I -fliould  be  iCorhforted,  by  the 
fatisfaQiion  of  having  been  fo  clofely  connedted  with  ,my  friend, 
as  well  jn  principies  of  religion,  as  jn  rthofe^  of  politics'; 
that  we  both  gloried  in  the  opportunity  of  meeting  our  ad- 
verfaries,,^  in  either,  on  any  ground  i  whatfoeverr  ' 

It  may,  indeed,  be  very  juftly  called  a  hafly  performance, 
Fo/in^my  journey,  from  Oxford  to  Bath,  meeting  with  con- 

tinued 
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tlnued  raln,  which  kept  me  three  days  on  the  road,  in  com- 
pallion  to  my  fervants  and  horfes ;  and  having  my  friend  a 
'  pocket-companion ;  I  found  it  the  beft  entertainment  my 
tacdious  batings  could  afford,  to  begin  and  finifh  this  T^ranjla- 
tion.  But  my  praefumption,  as  a  l^ranjlator^  will  be  totally 
abforbed,  in  the  vortex  of  a  far  greater :  no  lefs  than  an  in- 
tention  to  complete,  as  far  as  my  abilites  will  permit,  this 
'  Fr aginent y  and  praefent  it,  both  in  Latin  and  Englifh,  under 
the  originally  propofed  title,  ^nti-Bolingbrokius, 

V-  One  great  advantage  ihasTranJlation  muft  neceffarily  have,  by 
making  the  excellent  original  more  public,  and  confequently 
more  generally  admired.  Its  having  been  printed,  among  his 
Poemsy  by  my  moft  worthy  and  ingenious  friend,  his 
fon,  was  onely  for  praefents,  not  for  fale. 

If  any  fault  be  found  with  the  unufual  fpelling  in  ,my 
4 Englifh:  publications,  my  plea  is  :  that  though  I  durft  not 
'ihave  praefumed  to  beuhe  original  introducer  of  it;  yet,  it  is 
with  pleafure,  I  follow  fo  very  good  an  authority  as  that  of 
Dodlor  Middleton  :  who  judged  mofi:  undoubtedly  right ;  that 
the  onely  raethod,  to  fix  our  admirable  language  to  a  perma¬ 
nent  flandard,  and  to  praevent  thofe  frequent  mutations,  to 
which  it  has  been  fubjedt  in  every  age,  muft  be,  to' reduce  it, 
ashearly  as  poftible,  to  the  orthography.,  of  the  dead  languages 
of  Greeh  and  Latin,  from  which  it  has  been  in  fo  great  mea- 
fure,  either  mediately,  or  immediately  derived.  • 

Bath,  06;.  24,  1768..  ji.; 


The  Tranflator. 


A  SECOND  RELIGIO  MEDICI. 

O  R, 

ANri-BOLINGBROKlVS,  BOOK  FIRST. 

Tou  Kou  yhoQ  sV/z^v. - Aratvs. 

First,  that  there  is  a  God,  pow’ rful^  wife^ 

Lhis  b  e  aut  eous  worldy  His  worky  moji  loudly  cries  :  ' 
This  beauteous  work  demonftrates,  we  are  fure, 
Confummate  wifdom,  and  confummate  pow’r. 

5  But  granting  this,  beware  you’re  not  fo  valn, 

How,  juft  and  good  this  God  is,  to  explane  : 

Like  f  him,  who,  trifling  impioufly,  brings 
To  his  falfe  human  teft  caeleftial  things ; 

And,  what  muft  fober  minds’ with  horror  fili, 

IO  Rules  Heav’n’s  Almighty  Ruler,  at  his  will ! 

I  dare  not  fay,  how  far  this  madnefs  goes  : 

For  Who  His  juftice  and  His  goodnefs  owes 
To  thee ;  why  valiant,  and  why  temperate 
Shou’d  He  not  alfo  be  ?  We  yet  more  great, 

1 5  More  wicked  confequences  too,  may  flate. 

^  Cato’s  Soliloquy.  Addifon.  q-  Clarke,  On  the  Attributes. 

Why 

“  I  * 

FRAGMENl^rM.. 

SIVE, 

ANEI-BOLINGBROKIVS.  LIBERPRIMVS. 

PRI  JVC  I P I  Oj  quod  Jit  Numen^  fapienfque^potenfque^ 
Pulchra  haec  declarat^  quam  Jinxit^  fabrica  mufidt  : 
Sumijia  ibi  fe  monfrat  fapie7itid^  fumfna  potefias. 

V erum  hoc  concedei^Sj  cave  ne  juft umque^  bonumque 
5  EJfe  Deum  credas  :  nugator  ut  impius  ille^ 

proprium  ad  modulum  format  divina  ;  fuoque^ 
Horrendum  !  arbitrio^  Regem  regit  Omnipotentem  ! 
Dicere  vix  auftm^  quonam  haec  dementia  ferpat : 

Nam  Cui  juftitiam  tribuas^  Cui  des  bonitatem^ 

IO  Cur  non  et  fortis^  cur  non  abftemius  Idem  f 

Imo  et  plura  equidem-^  magis  hifque  nefand^a  fequuntur. 

B  Cur 
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Why,  by  the  felf-fame  rule,  fliou’d  He  not  be, 
Since  thefe  are  alfa  human  gifts  we  fee, 

As  prone  to  anger,  and  revenge,  as  we  ? 

Why  thefe  fhou’d  He  not  partially  love  ; 

20  And  to  thofe  as  inexorable  prove  ? 

Some  this  believe ;  yet  inconliilent  are, 

And  hope,  fuch  God  may  be  appeas’d  by  pray’r  j 
Therefore  with  gifts  they  to  each  altar  run  ; 

As  if  by  corrupt  bribes  Heav’n’s  Lord  were  vvon, 

25  Like  one  of  ours ;  not  like  the  Supreme  Caufe, 

Who  form’d  and  rules  All  by  aeternal  lav/s. 

Thefe  whims  to  lifthiing  crouds  priefts  fpread  abroad, 
‘And,  like  themfelves,  erecl  a  venal  God. 

Now,  ,if  a  flranger  comet  fhall  appear ; 

30  Or,  as^.late  happen^d  to  excite  our  fear, 

The  Earth  fhall  tremble  ;  or  the  gloom  of  night 
Gleam  forth  the  dancing  rays  of  Northern  light ; 

Or  laftly  if  in  unexpeded  hour 

Loud  thunder  fhall  exert  its  dreaded  pow’r  ; 


^  Our  late  Earthquakes^ 


Which 


Cur  non^  lege  pari^  nempe  haec  hurnana  fatemur 
Et  vindiBa  Deo  pariter  tribuatur^  et  ira  P 
Cur  non' his  faveat  ;  fit  inexorabilis  illis  P 
1 5  Su7it  ita  qui  creduru  ;  adeo  tamen  haud  fibi  conflant 
lidetti^  ut  pojfie  putent  precibus  mitefcere  Nutnett  : 

Ergo  et  do77a  ferunt^  et  ad  omnes  curritur  aras  ; 
Muneyibufique  Deutn  quaertmt  corrutnpere^  tanquatn 
Satrapa  quis  f  uerit  \  nott  Is  §ui  condidit,  et  ^ui 
20  "Terrarum  regit  aet eritis  legibus  orbem, 

Ufque  adeo  in  vulgum  fpurgit  commenta,  fuique 
Fingit  ad  exemplar  Numen  venale  facerdos, 
fam,  fi  forte  novus  peragret  per  Inane  cometa  j 
Motuve  infolito,  nofiris  ut  nuper  in  oris, 

2  5  Bruta  tremat  tellus ;  aut  hinc  atque  inde  meantes 
Si  Borea  de  parte  vaporum  ignefcere  traBus 
Per  noBem  videas  ;  fi  denique  tempore  fudo 
Cum  fonitii  ingenti  fragor  aetheris  intonet  ingens  \ 

pialia 
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35  Which  terrifying  figns,  however  great, 

Revolving  years  do  ufually  repete  : 

If  any  one  fuch  prodigy  occurs, 

Strait  there  dre  found  certain  interpreters ; 

Who,  by  their  cunning  craft,  will  never  fail, 

40  Themfelves  of  fuch  appearance  to  avail ; 

Who  will-foine  dreadful  threat  divine  explane, 

And  to  atone  it  rich  oblations  galn. 

Therefore  each  matron,  and  each  frightned  fair. 

Hafte  to  the  temple,  to  renew  their  pray’r: 

45  Here,  the  prieft  each  with  fuperflition  filis, , 

And  regulates  thofe  fears,  himfelf  inftills. 

With  the  fame  craft,  like  artifice  is,  tricd, . 

To  puff  the  mind  up  with  as  grotindlefs  pride : 

That  man  is  God’s  paramount  >work,  he  holds, 

50  This  globe,  for  his  Tole  ufe,  that  truth  unfolds  !  : 

For  him,  her  bofom  the  gay  earth  arrays, 

And  her  rich  gems  of  fplendid  hiie  difplays  ! 

For  him,  the  tree  its  radiant  branches  fhoots ; 

To  pleafe  his  tafte,  prefents  Ambrofial  fruits ! 

53  While  to  dire  luxury  they  food  afihrd, 

See,  all  live  creatures  fmoking  on  his-board  !  ' 

.  Horrld ! 

Qualia  multa  redire  f olent  redeuntibus  annis  :  - 
30  Haec  ubi  ;  non  deerit^  ftbi  qui  bene  verterii  ifia 
Prodigia^  interpres  caeli  \  feret  ille  pavorem^ 

Nefcio  quae  portefvta  canens^  placandaque  donis,- 
Ergo  omnis  matrona^  om7iifque  exterrita  virgo 
fam  tum  te7npla  adeunt^  fuf aeque  alta?  ia  circum  v 
35  /^ ota  gravi  renovant  percujfae  corda  timore. 

Sic  regit  ille  metus  quos  indidit,  Hrte  nec  ide??i^‘ 
Dijfmili^  faftu  fnentem  dilie77dit  ina7n  : 

Nempe^  bo777inu7n  gens  chara  Deo  efi  fuper  07nnia  !  P^efis 
Haec^  quam  for 7?iavit^  770  his  ut  ft  bene  folis^ 

40  Pulchra  orbis  facies  !  Eibi  veflit^  ho7nuncio^  tellus 
Purpureis  grefnium  ge7n7nis  /  Eibi  parturit  arbos 
Afnbrofios  foetus  I  Tibi^  f77t  tit  iniqua^  tuaeque 
Pabida  luxuriacy  quicquid  genus  07n77e  ani7nantU77t 
Puppeditety  7ne77fas  onerat  fumantibus  extis  ! 


Infandum  / 


[  8  ,] 

/ 

Horrid  !  who  fucli  impiety  can  hear, 

And  yet  his  indignation  can  forbear  ? 

Dare  yoii  then,  pygniy  man,  with  narrow  fenee, 

6o  Inclofe  the  difFus’d  gifts  of  Providence  ; 

The  King,  and  Common  Father  of  us  all, 

¥/ho  live  and  breathe  on  this  terreftrial  ball  ? 

Are  you  alone  then  blefl:  ?  See,  the  fweef  life, 

The  ilcipping  lamb  injoys,  nor  fears  the  knife  ! , 

See,  how  his  ftarry  tail  the  peacock  fpreads, 

And  ev’n  triumphing  kings  in  pride  excedes  ! 

See,  the  melodious  lark  with  foaring  wings 
Roufes  fleepy  Aurora,  as  he  fings ! 

See,  birds  in  tu4*ns,  in  concert  now  agree  ; 

70  While  ecchoing  groves  refound  their  harniony'! 

The  fifhes  fee,  Joy  too  in  them  praevales, 

While  in  the  fun  they  bafk  their  gilded  fcales^ 

In  fhoals  they  fly,  perfue  ;  they  frilk  and  leap  ; 

They  dance,  and  hold  their  balls  within  the-  deep ! 

And 

4  5  infandum  /  enim  honus  ijla  piacula  dici 

Audiat^  auditis  et  non  flomachetur  P  Hotnulhy 
’Tu7'ie  audes  diffufa  Dei  compingere  in  arSiutn 
Munera  P  Co^nmunis  Pater,  et  Rex  omnibus  Idetn  ef, 
Omtiibus  aetheria  quotcunque  hac  pafchnur  aura, 

50  Pune  unus  felix  P  Viden  ,  ut  per  florea  rura 
Rxfultim  ludat,  cultrique  Jit  imtnemor  agnus! 

Ad  [picis,  ut  pavo  flellatofn  evolvere  caudam  * 

Gefliat,  incejfu  reges  imitatus  ovanti! 

Surgit  alauda  canens,  et  inertem  carmine  laeto 
55  f citat  Auroram  !  Videas  certare  volucres. 

Alternis  alias,  alias  colludere  feflo 
^Concentu',  7mmeris  refonat  nemus  07nne  canoris ! 

^uid  pifces  P  A77ne  his  etiam  flua  guadia  defunt  P 
R77,  illi  fqua7n7nias  tnaculis  auroque  nite7ttes 
60  Dt  foli  oflentant  !  cu7fus  nunc  atque  recurfus 
.Ut  varios  iterant !  fugiunt,  pariter  que  fequuntur 
In  numerum,  femulantque  choros  agitare  Jub  undis! 


Et 
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75  And  can  \ve  ftlll  continue  to  belleve, 

That  God  to  us  ali  thefe,  as  flaves^  wou’d  give  ? 
All  otlier  animals,  in  tlieir  degree, 

Live  to  themfelves  as  well  as  us,  we  fee  ; 

We  alfo  live  to  them,  thougli  with  more  art, 

8o  On  this  great  ftage,  we  aQ:  the  liero’s  part. 

Infl;in6t  to  them  points  out  a  .liappy  plan  : 

But  reafon^s  better  law  is  giv’n  to  man. 

This,  if  he  follows,  opens  to  his  view 
EvVy  delightful  track  he  £hou’d  perfue. 

85  This  roll  of  Nature  can  no  comment  need : 

All  that  he  ought  to  know,  who  runs  may  read, 
Does  he  yet  more  delire  ?  Wou’d  he  reach  Heav’n, 
And  foar  from  earth,  ^  on  wings  to  man  not  givn  P 
The  ox  alks  not  the  lIon’s  fangs  and  claws; 

90  Man’s  bounteous  hand  no  lion's  envy  dratvs ; 

Thefe  all  their  order,  which  God  gave  perfue. 

And  never  deviate  from  their  feveral  clue  : 


*  Pennis  non  homini  datis,  Hor* 


While 


£/  credamus  adhuc  nohis  haec  omnia  Tolis 
Mancipii  dare  jure  Deum  ?  Sibi  cetera  vivtmt 
65  Non  tninus  ac  nohis  animalia  ;  vivimus  ijlis 
Nos  etiam^  partes  licet  hoc  in  clraniate  primas 
Sortiti :  hnperitans  illis  dedit  ejje  beatis 
lyiJiinBus ;  rationis^  hotno^  tihi  portio  major  : 

^lua  duce  Ji  pergas^  fehcis  fetnita  vitae 
70  Prona  patet  \  tihi  pandit ^  egens  mterprete  nullo ^ 

^uicquid  Jcire  tuum  efl^  rerum  m  compage  volumen, 

Nmn  majora  cupis  f  Num  vis  flatione  reliSla 
In  caelum  ruere^  et  ferri  fuper  aetjera  pennis 
Haud  tibi  forte  datis  ?  Non  ora  unguefque  leonis 
7  5  Pos  optat  \  leo  nott  humanae  munera  '‘dextrae ; 

Omnes  hi^  quemcunque  dedit  Deus  ordine  gaudent : 

C  o  JJi 
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While  man,  unlefs  he  fcales  Heav’n’s  blefl:  abodes^ 
And  ranks  himfelf  among  immortal  Gods, 

95  Thinks  he  is  wrong^d  in  Providence’s  view, 

And  clames  the  ftars,  as  to  his  merits  due. 

But  to  yoii,  man,  the  priefl:  this  road  muft  fhew  y 
’Tis  he  muft  ope  Heav’n’s  onely  gate  for  you. 
Juftice  and  goodnefs,  namely,  both  divine, 

100  For  mortal  man,  immortal  gifts  defign  : 

Hence  then,  behold  a  God,  in  whom  are  found 
Juftice  and  goodnefs,  which  admit  no  bound ! 
Grant  this  God  juft  and  good,  in  human  fenfe  : 
Your  fole  dominion  will  not  flow  from  thence, 

105  Nor  this  exclufive  grant  of  Providence. 

But  now,  I  fee,  with  backward  ftep  you  rove  ; 
And  quite  unravel  all  the  web  you  wove. 

You  now,  in  tears,  affume  a  tragic  ftrain, 

And  dolefully,  of  man’s  hard  fate  complane. 


homo^  ni  Divum  fecles^  confortia  Divtim' 
Obtineat^  queritur  fe  laedi  a  Numine^  tanquanr 
Ipjius  oh  7neritum  Jihi  debita  vindicet  ajlra, 

80  Attamen  huc  tibi  fpondet  iter  munire  f acer  das  j 
^anua  promijft  per  quem  patet  unica  caeli, 
yujlitia  haec  homini^  bonitas  divina  refervat 
Praemia^  jnortali  nempe  it?imortalia :  jujlus 
Scilicet  eft  fine  fime  Deus^  fine  fine  benignus! 

85  V erum  age^  fiac  jufium^  fiac  72ofilro  more  bonumque  :■ 
Non  fiat  erit^  tibi  quod  dominari  in  cetera  detur ^ 
Iderra  quod  haec  ta?n  pulchra  homini  concejfia  fit  imi,- 
Sed  nunc  te  retrahis^  videoy  nunc  fila  retexis  : 
Neficio  quae  jammunc  lacrymofia  fiophifimata  fingis, 

90  Deque  hominum  fiat 0  nunc  lamentaris  iniquo  i 
3  . 
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iio  This  charming  feat,  that  was  fo  late  defignM, 

As  a  moft  proper  palace  for  mankind, 

Now  for  a  fickly  mortal  crew,  you  call 
A  filthy  gaol,  a  frightfiil  hofpital ! 

But  better  taught,  by  wlfe  experience, 

1 15  I  look  on  things  in  quite  a  diiferent  fenee  : 

For  though  unbridled  paffion  gains  its  fway, 

And  leads  mankind  in  general  aftray, 

To  fay  nought  of  myfelf,  I  hold,  theyVe  got, 

Each  in  his  fevhal  ftate,  a  happy  lot ; 

120  At  leaft,  on  this  we  furely  may  depend, 

Not  fuchj  as  thefe  fad  fophifters  praetend. 

Though  round  the  world  Pandora’s  mifchiefs  fliej, 

Hope  at  the  bottom  of  her  box  will  lie  ; 

Hope  ftill  attends  us,  to  our  lateft  breath, 

125  Nor  ev’n  deferts  us  at  the  point  of  death. 

NoWj  if  perchance  my  crede  you  wou’d  require,. 

I  freely  will  comply  with  your  delire. 

While^ 


^luae  modo  pulchra  domus ^  dommoque  apttjfma  tanto 
Rtgia^  nunc  eade^n  tellus  mortalibus  aegris 
Informe  hofpitium  ef^  et  carcere  foedius  omni. 

Me  melius  docuit  rerum  experientia  folers  : 

95  Nam  licet  effraenata  trahit  quocunque  libido^ 

Maxima  pars  hommum^  ut  de  me  taceam  ipf:  ratur^ 
Hortim  ego  crediderim  fortem  tamen  e£'e  beatu.  , 

Certe  non  miferam.^  prout  hi  docuere  fophij  . 

^luicquid  enim  Pandora  tnali  diffundet  in  orbeni^ 

100  Fabula  uti  narrat^  fpes  fmtdo  in  pyxidis  imo^ 

Spes  comitatur  adhiic^  nec  in  ipfa  jnortz  relinquit, 
jhamj  fi  forte  roges  mea  quid  fient  entia  y  dicam  : 


Haud 


—  i  Ii  j 

While,  with’ due  ileadinefs,  I  truth  mahitain, 
Priefisj  with  United  v^oice,  reclame  in  vain. 

130  ^  He7'e  will  I  hold.  -AU  things  in  courfe  procede. 
As  their  Almighty  Author  fiiil  decreed : 

All  kingdoms,  cities,  people,  ev’ry  one, 

Are  regulated  by  this  law  aldne. 

Therefore,  live  quite  contented  with  your  flate, 
135  Nor  feek  what  follows,  when  you  yield  to  fate  : 
Death  is  the  utmofl  end  of  all  y^our  cares, 

For  which  old-age  Uow  creeping  on  praepares, 

1  he  ilis  of  life  grow  with  increaiing  years, 

Till  death’s  kind  hand  aeternal  quiet  bears. 

140  Yet,  no  fmall  fervice,  I  muft  fairly  own, 

This  fable  of  a  future  life  has  done  : 

The  dodtrine  was  by  wifeft  antients  plann’d 
Nor  can,  without  it,  any  kingdom  ftand. 

Mean  while,  it  is  the  end  of  ali  my  views, 

145  To  feek  what’s  true,  riot  what  may  be  of  ufe, 

To  point  the  onely  road,  that  Wifdom  fliews, 

*  Cato  s  Soli  oquy,  Addifon. 


As 


Haud  me  uatrique  piget ^  quamvis  uno  ore  reclament 
CunEia  Jacerdotum  coHegia^  dicere  verum, 

105  Nempe  ego  ficfiattio.  Stabilires  ordine  pergunt 
Ordine  quaeque  fuo,^  Jic  primo  ah  origine  mundi 
jujjerat  Omnipotens  :  lege  hac  humana  reguntur 
Omnia,^  regna ^  urbes hominum- gens  om?iis  ad  unum. 
Ergo,  vive  tua  contentus  Jcrrte,  nec  ipji 
110  Quaere  quid  extinBo  jiat :  7nors  ultima  meta  ejl. 

Cui  te  paulatim  fubrepens  praeparat  aetas, 

Eaedia  nam  vitae  crefeunt,  creje entibus  annis, 

Donec  mors  aderit  fejjae  opportuna  feneElae, 

Prae  manibus  gefians  aeternae  dona  quietis. 

115  Haud  equidem  inficior,  rebus  quin  utile  nojlris 
Commentum  fiet  haec  venturae  fabula  vitae  : 

Scilicet,  hoc  docuit  fapientia  prifea,  nec  tdla 
Stare  quidem  poterunt,  dempto  hoc  funda^nine,  regna, 
hitei^ea,  non  quae  fnt  commoda  quaerere  noftrum  ef, 

120  At  cpiiccunque  viam  Sophiae  vox.  monfrat  eundum. 

Me 
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As  to  myfelf,  whether,  when  in  my  grave, 

Aeternal  reft  I  certalnly  fhall  have  ; 

Or,  as  tliefe  fay,  an  afcer  life  commence, 

150  It  makes,  with  me,  no  fort  of  difference  ; 

By  a  wife  pow’rful  God,  I  know,  I’m  made, 

And,  therefore,  of  no  future  fate  aflrald. 

Thus  HE.  —  Admir’d  for  philofophic  fenfe, 

For  fparkling  wit,  fuperior  eloquence: 

155  Whofe  polifli’d  ftile,  and  well  form’d  argument, 

My  verfe,  in  faint  fketch  onely  repraefent.^ 

Grant  this ;  and  I  will  ev’n  confefs  it  too, 

He,  here,  fays  forne  things  folid,  fp^ightly^  t7'ue  : 

But  now  on  truth,  on  falfehood  now  he  treads, 

1 60  And  in  fo  ferpentine  a  courfe  procedes  ; 

’Tis  hard  to  guefs,  whither  his  fteps  will  tend, 

And  where  his  journey  at  the  laft  will  end. 

Whether  he  acts  thus,  on  a  bafe  defign, 

And  baits  the  hook,  that  ends  his  treachrous  line, 

165  His  poifon’d  fteei  the  better  to  convey,' 

And  catch  more  furely  the  unwary  prey  : 

•  Or 


Me  five  aeterna  componat  pace  fepulchrum  ; 

Sive  quid  ulterius  pojl  funera  refet^  ut  ahmty 
*Tantundem  efl  ;  fcio  me  fapiente^  potente  creatum 
Numine^  fecurus  quicqutd  mihi  fata  referve}7t, 

125  Haec  ILLE, — Eloquio  pariter  que  ac  mente  fagad^ 
Forte  ut  credideris  princeps^  licet  iltius  artes 
Dicendi  egregias  nofirum  vix  carmen  adu7?ihret, 

EJlo  ;  nec  infcior^  graviter  quin  multa^  facete 
Plurhna^  nonnulla  ac  videatur  dicere  vere : 

130  Afl  idem  mterea  veris  ita  falfa  remifcety 

Lotque  per  ambages  7novet  agmme  ferpetitino^  ' 

Quonam  ut  tendat  iter  vix  demutti  agnofcere  pofes. 

Sive  hoc  fraude  mala  faci  at  ^  prudenfque  fcietjfque 
Confliutn  tegat^  incautum  ut  nec  tale  timentem 
135  Alliciens  animum y  fallat  graviore  veneno  : 

D  ,  Scu 
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Or  whether,  as  one  rather  Avou’d  beliere, 

His  doubting  judgmcnt  flying  clouds  deceive  ; 

For  ’tis  but  lately  that  he  has  applied 
170  To  abdrufe  fiibjedls,  and  his  genius  tried. 

Why  necd  I  fliew,  hovv  oft  himfelf  he  wounds,  ' 

V/liile  dodtrines  fo  difcordant  he  propoimds  ? 

God’s  gcoch/ej}^  he  for  inflance  thinks  it  ciear, 

Can  710  arguinent  he  made  appear : 

175  And  yct,  this  God  he  fcruples  not  to  call, 

Idhe  Coininon  Father^  who  pi^ovides  for  all ; 

Who  reafoii  s  aid  has  giv  he  does  confefs, 
do  lead  7nan  in  the  road  to  happinefs* 

^  How  true  is  this  !  How  quick  a  change  is  made  ! 

180  Each  771  an  is  happy  withoiit  reafon  s  aid. 

Do  you  fay  this  ?  You  who  philofophife, 

And  hold,  there  is  a  God,  pow’rfull,  and  wife  ? 

Claine  then  no  greater  wifdom  of  your  own, 

To  teach  a  better  way  than  God  has  done. 

Eut, 


Seu  potius  credas^  quis  eimn  non  credere  mallet . 
Circutnfufa  tenent  dubiam  quia  7mbila  mentem ; 
Serus  enun  abfrufs  admovit  rebus  acuttien, 

^iid  tibi  praeterea  memorem,^  quatn  faepe  fuo  fe 
1 40  Confodiat  frucrone^  docens  pugnantia  fecutn  f 

Nempe  Dei  bonitas,  huic  fi  vis  credere,^  nufquam 
Apparet :  Deus  mterea  efi^  prout  ipfe  fatetur,^ 
Communis  Pater,  et  Qui  profpicit  omnibus  aeque : 
Ille  dedit  rationis  opem,  qua,  fi  libet  uti, 

145  Felicem  fibi  quifque  queat  procudere  vitam. 

HaBenus  hic  reSle^  mox  adfpice  quatn  fibi  difcors  ! 
Quifque,  ^//,  ell  felix,  etiam  ratione  relidfa. 

Siccine  rem  flatuis  f  Fu  qui  fapienfque,^  poteTfque  - 
Agnofcis  Numen?  Cave  ne fapientior  ipfo 
150  Numine  fit,  meliore  via,,  quatn  qua  Deus  ire 
ynfjerat^  optatatn  qui  fcit  contingere  tnetam. 


Unde 


185  But,  whence  does  this  new  principlc  appear  ? 

T^hat  each  m  happinefs  ^Dall  have  his  p^are, 

Shall  then  your  happy  man  no  dlfference  fee, 

If  he,  or  honeft,  or  a  villain  be  ?  , 

What,  will  you  then  thus  daringly  profefs^ 

190  That  virtue  bears  no  part  in  happinefs? 

Can  happinefs  behold  thefe  fons  of  hers 
Spendthrifts,  whoremongers,  or  adulterers  ? 

Can  he  too  travel  in  this  happy  way, 

Who  fhall  his  country,  and  his  friends  betray  ? 

195  I fay  not  this.  In  words,  indeed,  but  you,  "J 

In  fa6t,  this  moft  indifputably  do,  [• 

Unlefs  you  wou’d  a  contradidion  ihew,  J 

What  can  you  anfwer  ?  You  mufl;  furely  own, 

The  feeds  of  vice  in  ev^Vy  clime  are  fown: 

200  And  fhooting  up  luxuriant,  in  each  field, 

The  profped  of  a  plenteous  harveft  yield. 

But, 


Unde  fed  hoc  confiat^  res  omnibus  ire  beate  ? 

Nilne  etenim  di/i  at  j  frugi  ^  nequa77i7ie  fit  . 

^uem  tu  felicefn  ceTifes  ?  Pulcher?n7na  virtus 
155  Haec  nihil  ad  vitam  pojfit  conferre  heata7n  f 
Num  tibi  decoSlor  felixj  nui7i  ganeo ^  moechus  ? 

Nu7n  patriam^  atque fuos  qui  prodidit^  ifte  h catus  P 
Non  ifthoc  aio  :  verbis  haud^  re  ta7nen  ifihoc  : 
Namque  hoc  dicendum  ni  fi  vis  pugnantia  dici* 

160  Ecquid  refpondes  P  Neque  enim  te  pojfe  negare 
Crediderim,  quin  nequitiae  feges  oinnibus  oris 
Floreat,  inque  dies  crefcens  caput  exferat  alte. 

2 


V^rum 


But,  let  it  then  be  granted,  if  you  pleafe, 
That  now  Aftraea’s  fled,  men  may  at  eafe 
Live  as  they  like ;  or  well,  or  ill ;  content 
205  That  this,  to  them,  is  quite  indifferent. 

Let  man,  all  vice  delighting  to  profefs, 

In  ipite  of  God,  attain  to  happinefs. 

r 

*Thus  far  the  authors  fate  allows  :  the  end  ^ 
Is  undertaken  by  his  faithful  friend. 

"  ENDOFBOOKFIRST. 


V erum  eflo^  id  fi  visy  terras  Afiraea  relinquat  ^ 
Jucunde  ut  vivi  pojjit ;  bene  necne  ;  quid  ad  rem  F 
165  Sit  malus  et  vecors ^  invito  Numine  felix. 

Au6torem  huc  terris  ofiendunt  fata^  nec  ultra 
EJfe  finunt :  finem  fidus  meditatur  amicus. 
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